


Ideal environment: concentrated 
expertise in the Bavarian centre for 
environmental technology

A³ combines companies, manufacturers, institutions, and know-how 

carriers in an unique network of environmental technology expertise.

A³ – leading manufacturers and users of environmental technology solutions

Catalytic converters by EMCON, combined heat and power generation 

by MDE, Green PCs by Fujitsu Siemens, energy effi cient lighting 

by OSRAM, wind power gears by RENK, and paper recycling by 

UPM Kymmene – numerous industry leading companies with a global 

operating range are located in A³.  

A³ – innovative handwork and business start-up conditions

The Environmental Technology Business Incubation Centre, unique of its 

kind in Germany, with about 40 highly-innovative new companies, places 

A³ among Germany’s top ten start-up regions. The special focus of the 

handcraft in A³ is energy effi ciency in construction and sanitation.

A³ – home of environmental institutes of cross-regional importance

As the Bavarian centre of environmental expertise, A³ is the 

headquarters of the State Offi ce for the Environment, which employs 

over 1,000 scientists, engineers, technicians, and laboratory staff. Also 

located here are the bifa environmental institute (an application-oriented 

R&D facility), the European offi ce of the World Environment Centre and 

the renowned Centre for Environmental Medicine. 

A³ – international know-how: trade fairs, conferences, expertise

The most up-to-date sector-specifi c knowledge is available at trade fairs 

like RENEXPO®, in the area of renewable energies, the Bavarian 

Conference of Waste and Landfi ll and Bavarian Water Conference, which 

are highly regarded across the Federal Republic of Germany, or the 

large-scale environment exhibitions IFAT and INTERSOLAR, which are 

situated in Munich. A³ has excellent contacts to Asia and Eastern Europe, 

and every year it draws several thousand technical experts who are 

seeking information or further training in the environment sector.
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3 One of the world’s largest thin-layer 

 solar plants: in and out of A³, by IBE 

 InterBusiness Engineering AG 

4 Innovative start-up companies in A3

1 Wind power made in A³: rotor blades made from 

 carbon fi ber-reinforced composites by SGL Carbon, 

 gears by RENK, and shaft by MAN Diesel

2 Environmental technology solutions from A³ – 

 combined heat and power generation from MDE

Effi ciency for the future –
Economic region Augsburg A3

Success factors: 
networking research and business

Sophisticated environmental technology solutions are produced by the 

interaction of science and enterprise. A³ concentrates expert partners in 

research, development and business in one high-quality industry-wide 

network.

Broad research landscape and qualifi ed employees

In this location there are higher education institutes and user centres which 

have a broad range of relevant specialisations, such as environmental and 

process engineering, materials research, environmental law and environ-

mental management. The Centre for Environmental Science focuses the 

entire environmental expertise of the University of Augsburg. Specialized 

personnel are trained directly in A³, and the pool of personnel is further 

replenished from the European metropolitan region of Munich, in which 

A³ is favourably located.

Sector-wide networks for companies

A³ is Bavaria’s centre for environmental technology. As the home of 

KUMAS, Centre of Competence in Environmental Technologies and Affairs, 

and of the Environmental Cluster Bavaria, companies can profi t from strong 

networks, technical cooperation, know-how and services which have a 

direct bearing on environmental technology. The regional network „Forst 

und Holz“ (forest and wood) links up companies all along the value creation 

chain associated with this raw material. An initiative called e+haus brings 

together companies, predominantly from construction trades and architec-

ture, around the topic of energy-effi cient construction and sanitation.

Environmental technology – sector of the future  

Environmental technology is one of the world’s largest and most dynamic 

growth markets and it is the primary issue affecting the future of sectors 

such as water, energy and recycling. Germany is a global market leader 

above all in terms of high-quality solutions. The rising demand throughout 

the world shows that effi cient environmental technologies hold great 

potential for all companies – manufacturers, users and service providers.

Environmental location No. 1 in Bavaria

The economic area Augsburg A³ is Bavaria’s offi cial centre for environment 

expertise, and one of the leading locations for the development of 

environmental technologies in Germany and Europe. A remarkably dense 

network of companies, scientifi c institutions and public institutions is 

concentrated in A³. The network, which is of nationwide importance, 

comprises a multiplicity of partners and know-how carriers who specialize 

in innovative, integrated solutions.

A³ – integrated effi ciency for companies

Environmental effi ciency, for example in the energy or materials sectors, 

means optimized organization and the rational use of resources leading to 

cost-savings and sustainability. In combination with the other expert tech-

nologies represented in A³ – mechatronics, fi ber-composite technologies, 

and information and communication technologies – intelligent concepts 

and solutions are produced locally for all technical sectors.
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